Parliamentary Government in ILngland
thing that -society is. But two facts go to show that the
economic foundation, provides the durable texture of
party composition.
The first is the fact that all political parties which
endure for any considerable space of time are founded in
economic discontents. This is true of Whig and Tory in
England, of Republican and Democrat in the United
States. Where third parties arise, like the Labour Party
in England, or the Agrarian Party in America, the same
is true. Parties which have been built around religions
have rarely been able to maintain themselves for long; or,
if they have done so, they have been compelled to adopt
an economic programme only casually relevant to their
religious origin in any direct way. And the same rule
holds for nationalist parties, like the Irish in Great
Britain or the Flemish Party in Belgium. The claim for
national autonomy is a protest, in the last resort, against
economic opportunities withheld, as the nationalist deems,
by the superior power. That is why one of the first ex-
pressions of nationalism, after independence has been
secured, usually takes the form of a protective tariff. It is
desired to secure the home-market for the home-producer
out of considerations in which the interest of the con-
sumer may easily take a very secondary place. All this, of
course, is natural enough. Since the most important thing
to any individual is the way in which he gets his living,
it is inevitable, as Madison said, that "the only durable
source of faction0 should be property. The party is a
mechanism to control public opinion about property in
the particular way its members deem desirable.
The system, of course, engenders its pathological
results upon which observers, like Ostrogorski and
Michels, have written well-known treatises. Ostrogorski,
indeed, after an exhaustive examination of parties in
98

